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MOTOR TEMPERATURE

Temperature rise in a motor describes the temperature of
the motor winding compared to the temperature of the
surrounding air.  The surrounding temperature is called
the ambient temperature.   The amount of temperature
rise over ambient is important because the insulation
used in the motor is rated to withstand a specific level of
heat before its insulating properties degrade.  To help
prevent this from happening, motors have thermal pro-
tectors.  They will disconnect the power from the motor
if it reaches the maximum temperature.  Another term
used to describe motor temperature is total temperature
which is the actual temperature of the motor winding.  It
is the sum of the ambient temperature plus the motor’s
temperature rise. 

FACT Continuous duty motors should not operate at tempera-
tures exceeding 100 degrees C (212 degrees F).  The life of the
bearings and lubrication system will be adversely affected.

FACT Overheating is a sign of an overloaded or underloaded
motor.  Even if the motor is properly sized, it may still overheat
if proper cooling air is not blowing over the motor.

FACT Insulation systems are rated according to the tempera-
ture the coil windings can withstand.  The two most common
types of systems are Class A which can withstand a temperature
of 105 degrees C (221 degrees F), and Class B which can with-
stand a temperature of 130 degrees C (266 degrees F).  Due to
their ability to withstand higher temperatures, motors with Class
B insulation systems can be used to replace Class A rated motors.

FACT Heat is the primary enemy of motors.  Excessive heat is the
sign of a misapplication.  It shortens insulation life, dries out the bear-
ing lubrication system, and causes the overload protector to trip. 

FACT Total motor operating temperature consists of motor
temperature rise plus ambient (surrounding air) temperature.
Watts (power) into a motor comes out as work and heat.  A motor
driving 200 watts which is 70% efficient will do 140 watts of
work (200 x .70 = 140) and 60 watts (200-140 = 60) will become
heat.  This heat results in motor temperature rise. 

FACT After two hours of operation, maximum temperature
rise should be reached.   Ambient temperature in a house is usu-
ally 70 degrees to 80 degrees F.  When an air conditioning unit is
operating, the ambient temperature in the condenser unit can
range from 75 degrees to 120 degrees F.
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FACT It is important to understand a replacement motor’s
temperature limitations.  The proper conversion from a degree
reading in degrees F to degrees C and vice versa is important.
To make this task simple, we have provided the following
conversion table.

The numbers in bold refer to the temperature to be converted.
For example, to convert 77 degrees F to C, find 77 in the middle
bold column.  To the left of 77 will read 25 which is the degrees
C conversion.  To convert 77 degrees C to degrees F, read the
number on the right which is 170.6, the degrees F conversion.
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FACT A replacement motor can be assumed to be operating
successfully and with an acceptable operating temperature if it
is not overloaded or underloaded and has about the same
amount of ventilation holes as the original motor.  

FACT The overload protector opens the electrical circuit to a
motor before the winding reaches a temperature that would
damage the winding insulation.  The overload protector should
never be removed or shorted out (jumped).

FACT Heat and moisture are the two most important factors
limiting motor life.  Moisture can be the result of either rain or
the condensing of warm moisture inside the motor when it
cools down in the evenings.  Water can collect in a motor with-
out drain holes at the lowest point and, if the coils are touched
by this water, a ground or short circuit can occur.

FACT An underpowered replacement is more likely to cause
problems than overpowering.

FACT Be careful when touching a motor as it may be at its
normal operating temperature.  The motor housing surface
could be hot enough to cause injury.

FACT Ambient temperature around the motor should not
exceed 40 degrees C (104 degrees F).

FACT The ventilation style of a motor is determined by three
parts.  Namely, the two end shields and the motor shell.  The
condenser fan blade will provide a certain amount of cooling air
flow over the motor.  If the OEM designs a condenser for an
open ventilated fan motor and the contractor replaces it down the
road with a TENV design, there is a chance that the blade will
not provide enough air flow to cool the motor since a TENV
motor can require a higher amount of air flow to cool.  The result
can cause nuisance tripping of the motor overload.  It is best to
match enclosures when suggesting or installing a replacement.

FACT When replacing condenser fan motors, the replacement
motor should have the same nameplate horsepower as the OEM
motor.  Condensers are designed with a specific fan motor
horsepower requirement needed to circulate the air through the
coils.  When a replacement motor is used that has a higher HP
rating, two things result.  The required amount of cooling air
needed over the motor increases since the heat generated is
higher.  This is something that the fan blade may not be able to
provide since it will be running at the same speed of 1075 RPM,
for example.  The second concern is that the higher HP motor
will be running underloaded which causes increased heat in a
PSC motor.  The result with either of these two conditions can
cause nuisance tripping of the overload protector which trips
when a specific temperature is sensed in the motor windings.
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